International Journal of English Literature and Literary Theories (IJELLT)

Vol: 2: Issue: 6 :2026 ISSN3107-6505

International Journal of English Literature and
Literary Theories

International Peer Reviewed and Refereed English Journal



INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF ENGLISH LITERATURE AND LITERARY THEORIES (IJELLT)
ISSN: 3107-6505

Vol.:2: Issue: 6: 2026.

(International Peer Reviewed and refereed English Journal)

Editorial Board:
Dr. R. Gobinath

Prof. Sharif Atiquzzaman
Dr. Dr. Aravindan Balakrishnan
Dr. Athisayaraj Jebakumar J
Dr. P. Dinakar

Dr.P.Chitra

Dr. M.K. Praseeda

Dr.S.P. Sasirekha

Prof. D. Deepikadevi

Dr. K.Usha Savithri

Dr. D.Solomon

Dr. S.Subash

Dr. K.M. Keerthika

Dr. B. Lingeswaran

Mr. B. Damodhara Prasath
Ms. P. Sherli

International Journal of English Literature and Literary Theories (IJELLT) is a peer-reviewed, open access academic
journal dedicated to promoting research and scholarship in the fields of English language, literature, and literary theories.
Published monthly, IJELLT provides a platform for academicians, scholars, educators, and researchers to present their
original work to a global audience. The journal upholds the highest standards of editorial integrity and academic excellence
through a rigorous double-blind peer-review process. We welcome a wide range of submissions from theoretical and critical

analyses to practical research, creative writing, and pedagogical studies related to English literature and language.



Page |76

IJELLT
ISSN:3107-6505
Volume: 2 Issue: 6 Year:2026

Miscarriage Of Justice and Violation of Human Rights in John Grisham’s The Innocent Man
Gowrishankar N R, Part-time Ph.D., scholar, Government Arts College, Coimbatore.

Dr. S Joy Isabella, Assistant Professor in English, Government Arts College, Coimbatore,
Race Course, Coimbatore.

Abstract: Wrongful conviction residues as one of the severest failures of the criminal justice system
in the society, which often leads to irreparable damage to innocent individuals and also to their
families. The Innocent Man: Murder and Injustice in a Small Town (2006), by John Grisham
presents a powerful account of the wrong conviction of Ron Williamson, a former baseball player
accused of a murder he did not commit. The book depicts the systematic flaws in the American legal
system, including misconduct of prosecutorial, untrustworthy witness testimony, forced
confessions, scarce legal representation. Though the character of Williamson, John Grisham
highlights the wide-ranging issue of social injustice that transpires when legal institutions prioritize
convictions over truth. This piece of article inspects the theme of wrongful conviction in The
Innocent Man and associates it with real-world cases of judicial errors. Also, it argues that wrongful
convictions are not merely lawful mistakes bit it is a manifestations of social injustice that
demoralize public hope in the justice system and violate fundamental human rights.

Keywords: Saocial Injustice, Wrongful Conviction, Judicial Error, Criminal Justice System, Human
Rights, Untrustworthy Witness Testimony.
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Introduction
Justice, always obliges as the foundation of a civilized society. But, when innocent individuals are
convicted of crimes that they did not commit, the legal system turn out to be a source of persecution
rather than protection. Wrongful convictions render the weakness of judicial institutions and expose
the social inequalities implanted within the legal procedures. Grisham’s The Innocent Man, deals with
these issues through the true story of Ron Williamson, whose natural life was shattered by a murder

conviction based on untrustworthy evidence.

The Innocent Man (2006) differs from other fictional legal thrillers of Grisham because it is grounded
in real events. The text recounts the investigation, conviction, trial, and subsequent exoneration of Ron
Williamson and Dennis Fritz for the murder of Debra Sue Carter in 1982 at Ada, Oklahoma. Through
careful research and documentation, Grisham demonstrates how the faulty criminal justice system can

produce devastating consequences for innocent people of the society.

The central theme of Grisham’s The Innocent Man is the miscarriage of justice that resulting from
institutional failures. Ron Williamson has become the target of investigators even though there is no
presence of credible physical evidence that link him to the crime. Law enforcement bureaucrats trusted
heavily on circumstantial evidence, jailnouse squealers, and questionable witness testimonies. The
most worrying aspect of the case is the use of untrustworthy testimony. The witnesses were often
forced into making statements that supports the prosecution’s narrative. Likewise, prosecutors
overlooked inconsistencies in the evidence and they concentrated on how to secure conviction rather
than chasing the truth. Also, the mental health of Williamson made him particularly helpless to

manipulation and public suspicion.

The trial of the case discovered significant weaknesses in legal procedures. Defence prosecutors also
lacked satisfactory resources to challenge the forensic statement efficiently. Subsequently, the judges
convicted Williamson and pronounce judgement on him to death. Years later, DNA proofs
demonstrated that neither Williamson nor Fritz committed the crime, that lead to their liberation. The
case determines how the faulty investigations and prosecutorial wrongdoing can convert some

innocent individuals into convicted criminals in the society.
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Grisham extends his narration beyond a single wrongful conviction and critiques broader social
structures that allows social injustice and institutional failures. Social injustice take place when
individuals are left without fair treatment because of systemic inequalities or institutional failures. The
Innocent Man, exposes the failure of justice system to protect the rights of accused and instead it

contributes to their suffering.

The imprisonment of Ron Williamson illustrates the demoralizing social consequences of wrongful
conviction in the society. He lost his reputation, career opportunities, freedom and as well as his mental
well-being. Also, his family faced emotional and financial hardships. The willingness of the
community to accept the conviction without considerable evidence and witnesses reflects how the

social prejudices can influence the perception of public of guilt and innocence.

The story of The Innocent Man, highlights the imbalance of power in the society between the state
and the accused. Police officers, forensic experts and prosecutors possess noteworthy authority, while
the defendants were often lack the resources necessary to protect themselves adequately. This
imbalance in the legal system creates conditions in which the social injustice can flourish particularly

when the responsibility mechanism is weak.

The issues discussed in Grisham’s The Innocent Man are not isolated incidents. There are numerous
real-world cases that demonstrate how wrongful convictions continue to occur in the society despite

legal safeguards.

There are few real-world incidents related to wrongful convictions. One of the most famous example
for wrongful conviction in the United States is that of the Central Park Five in 1989. Five teenagers-
Antron McCray, Kevin Richardson, Yusef Salaam, Raymond Santana and Korey Wise of African
American and Latino were convicted for the assault and rape of a jogger in New York City’s Central
Park. The convictions were based on largely compelled confessions acquired after extensive police
interrogations. Even though there is lack of physical evidence to link them to the crime, they spent
years in prison. DNA evidence and a confession from the real offender proved their innocence in 2002
lead to their exemption. As the case exposed racial bias, misconduct of police and the dangers of false

confessions within the criminal system.
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The Hashimpura massacre case of 1987, remains as one of the most controversial examples of injustice
in North India. During a communal riot in Meerut, Uttar Pradesh, Provincial Armed Constabulary
(PAC) members allegedly rounded up Muslim men from Hashimpura and killed many of them. For
more than ten years, survivors and victims’ families faced lot of struggles to attain justice due to
delays, failures in the legal process, and inadequate investigations. Mohammed Aamir Khan, who
spent fourteen years in the prison after being falsely implicated in multiple bomb blast cases and was
later acquitted. But this case is different from a traditional wrongful conviction, as it demonstrates how
the institutional failures and delayed justice can victimize innocent individuals and marginalized
communities. The extended lawful battle reflects the broader theme of social injustice discussed in
The Innocent Man.

The above cases illustrate that the wrongful conviction and institutional injustice are not confined to a
single country or legal system. Wherever it might be, United States, North India, or Tamil Nadu,
failures in investigations, prejudice, forced confessions, and procedural irregularities will lead to
severe violations of human rights in the society. The Innocent Man of John Grisham serves as a
universal warning about the dangers of unchecked power within criminal justice system and the

emergency need for the legal reforms to protect the innocent individuals.

The role of DNA evidence and advances in forensic science have empowered courts to reassess
convictions based on more reliable evidence. An important aspect of The Innocent Man is the role
DNA testing in correcting judicial errors. DNA evidence has finally proved Williamson innocence
and exposed the failures of the investigations that originally took place. Establishment of The
Innocence Project in 1992, has helped in exonerating hundreds of wrongful convicted individuals
though DNA testing. However, John Grisham highlights that not every wrongful convicted person has
access to such kind of evidence. Therefore, the legal reforms must focus not only on correcting the
errors but also on preventing them. The Innocent Man underscores the necessity of reforming criminal
justice institutions. Numerous methods can help to reduce the risk of wrongful convictions. Such as,
(1) by improving standards for eyewitness identifications, (2) making the recording of police
interrogations mandatory, (3) oversight of strong prosecutorial conduct, (4) access to better competent
legal representation, (5) expanding the use of DNA testing and forensic review, and (6) better
accountability for investigative misconduct. These reforms can help to ensure that the legal justice

system prioritize truth and fairness over conviction rates.
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Conclusion
The Innocent Man by Grisham assists as a powerful critique of wrongful conviction and social
inequality within the criminal justice system. Through the terrible experiences of Ron Williamson and
Dennis Fritz, the book reveals how faulty investigations, prosecutorial misconduct, untrustworthy
testimony, and inequality in the system can destroy the lives of innocent. The story demonstrates that
wrongful convictions are not merely lawful errors but it is deep social injustices with enduring
consequences for individuals, families and communities. Real-world cases such as The Central Park
Five (United States), The Hashimpura case (Uttar Pradesh) emphasizes the relevance of Grisham’s
arguments. Eventually, Grisham’s The Innocent Man demands for greater accountability, lawful
reform, and an assurance to protecting the rights of the innocent. Only through such efforts society

can move nearer to achieving genuine justice.
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