
International Journal of English Literature and Literary Theories (IJELLT) 
 

ISSN3107-6505 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

International Peer Reviewed and Refereed English Journal 

Vol: 2 : Issue: 1 :2025 

 



 

INTERNATIONALJOURNALOFENGLISHLITERATUREANDLITERARYTHEORIES (IJELLT) 

ISSN: 3107-6505 

Vol.:2: Issue: 1: 2026. 

(International Peer Reviewed and refereed English Journal) 

 

 

Editorial Board: 
Dr. R. Gobinath 

Prof. Sharif Atiquzzaman 

Dr. Dr. Aravindan Balakrishnan 

Dr. Athisayaraj Jebakumar J 

Dr. P. Dinakar 

Dr.P.Chitra 

Dr. M.K. Praseeda 

Prof. D. Deepikadevi 

Dr. K.Usha Savithri 

Dr. D.Solomon 

Dr. S.Subash 

Dr. K.M. Keerthika 

Dr. B.Lingeswaran 

Mr. B. Damodhara Prasath 

Ms. P. Sherli 

 
International Journal of English Literature and Literary Theories (IJELLT) is a peer-reviewed, open access academic 

journal dedicated to promoting research and scholarship in the fields of English language, literature, and literary theories. 

Published monthly, IJELLT provides a platform for academicians, scholars, educators, and researchers to present their 

original work to a global audience. The journal upholds the highest standards of editorial integrity and academic excellence 

through a rigorous double-blind peer-review process. We welcome a wide range of submissions from theoretical and critical 

analyses to practical research, creative writing, and pedagogical studies related to English literature and language. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



P a g e  | 105  

 

IJELLT 
ISSN:3107-6505 
Volume: 2 Issue:1 Year:2026 
 

 

Between Destiny and Desire: The Semiotics of the Universal Language in “The Alchemist” 

 

  Elizabeth.M, II MA English Literature, PG Department of English, Kongunadu Arts and Science 

 College (Autonomous), Coimbatore. 

 

Mr.B.Damodhara Prasath, Assistant Professor, PG Department of English, Kongunadu Arts 
 and  Science College (Autonomous), Coimbatore. 

 

Abstract:  This study investigates the relationship between destiny and desire. The Semiotics of the 

 Universal Language in The Alchemist is examined through a  semiotic and philosophical lens, with an 

 emphasis on how signs, symbols, and metaphors form the novel's concept of a "universal language." In 

 The Alchemist, Paulo Coelho depicts fate as a dialogue formed by desire, interpretation, and human 

 action, rather than a fixed destination. According to the study, the Universal Language expressed 

 through omens, dreams, nature, and silence serves as a semiotic system that connects the individual's 

 Personal Legend to the cosmic order of the universe. By understanding these symbolic elements, 
 Santiago learns to balance human longing with predetermined fate.  Finally, the study situates The 

 Alchemist as a philosophical tale that redefines fate as a semiotic practice requiring faith, interpretation, 

 and   active participation in the language of the universe. 
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Introduction 

 

“Your thoughts are the architects of your destiny.” 

                                                                  -David O. McKay 
 

The Alchemist is a novel by Brazilian author Paulo Coelho which was first published in 1988.  

 Originally written in Portuguese, it became a widely translated international bestseller. The story  

 follows Santiago, a shepherd boy, in his journey across North Africa to the Egyptian pyramids after 

 he dreams of finding treasure there. It has since been translated into more than 65 languages and has 

 sold more than 65 million copies worldwide.[1] In 2009, Paulo Coelho was recognized by the 

 Guinness World Records as the world’s most translated living author. The book's main theme is 

 about finding one's destiny, although according to The New York Times, The Alchemist is "more self-

 help than literature". The advice given to Santiago that "when you really want something to happen, 

 the whole universe will conspire so that your wish comes true" is the core of the novel's thinking. 

 Coelho originally wrote The Alchemist in only two weeks, explaining later that he was able to work 

 at this pace because the story was "already written in soul." Beyond his landmark novel The 

 Alchemist, his major works include Eleven Minutes, The Zahir, The Witch of Portobello, The Winner 

 Stands Alone, all of which explore themes of destiny, love, faith, and inner transformation. Coelho's 

 literary influence has been recognized through numerous international awards, including the Golden 

 Book Award for outstanding global sales, and a Guinness World Record for The Alchemist as the 

 most translated book by a living author. 
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"When you want something, all the universe conspires in helping you to achieve it," Paulo Coelho's 

 The Alchemist is a philosophical novel that uses allegory, mysticism, and symbolism to portray the 

 ongoing human conflict between destiny and desire. At its foundation, the narrative looks into how 

 people interpret signs, symbols, and omens that lead them to their Personal Legend. The Alchemist,  

via a semiotic lens, exposes the existence of a "Universal Language" that transcends spoken 

 language and serves as a system of signs through which the universe communicates with those who 

 are alert and daring enough to listen. This journal looks at how fate and desire interact within this 

 symbolic framework, as well as how the Universal Language's semiotics influence the protagonist's 

 spiritual and existential metamorphosis. The concept of destiny in The Alchemist is expressed 

 through the Personal Legend, which is defined as one's ultimate purpose in life. Santiago's journey 

 begins with a reoccurring dream, which represents an unfulfilled destiny waiting to be realized. 

 From a semiotic standpoint, the dream serves as a signifier an encoded message that encourages 

 action. Rather than being a purely psychological phenomenon, the dream is presented as a 

 component of the Universal Language, implying that fate communicates through symbolic forms 

 like as dreams, omens, and intuition. Coelho sees fate as a potential that must be consciously chosen 

 and interpreted, rather than a strict, predetermined route. Destiny exists, but it only has meaning 

 when the individual recognizes its indications. In contrast, desire represents the human instinct that 

 both accelerates and obstructs the pursuit of one's destiny. Santiago's need for comfort, security, and 

 instant gratification continuously tempts him to forsake his quest. His time with the crystal vendor 

 shows this tension. The merchant's dread of change and reluctance to pursue his own pilgrimage 

 ambition represent a life in which security is prioritized over destiny. Semiologically, the crystal 

 shop becomes a symbol of stagnation a place where signs no longer point ahead but instead trap 

 people in endless cycles. Santiago's eventual exit from the shop is a watershed moment in sign 

 interpretations, when desire aligns with fate rather than rejecting it.  
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The Universal Language operates as a semiotic system composed of natural elements, emotions, and 

spiritual intuition. Unlike conventional languages, it does not rely on syntax or grammar but on shared 

meaning and symbolic resonance. The desert, for instance, is not merely a physical setting but a 

powerful signifier of  spiritual emptiness and inner purification. Its vast silence teaches Santiago to 

listen beyond words, reinforcing the idea that understanding destiny requires attentiveness to non-

verbal signs. Similarly, the wind, sun, and sand function as interconnected symbols within the 

Universal Language, illustrating the unity of all existence. Through these elements, Coelho suggests 

that meaning is not  imposed but discovered through harmony with the world. The relationship 

between destiny and desire is further complicated by the theme of love, embodied in the character of 

Fatima. Unlike conventional narratives where love becomes an obstacle to ambition, The Alchemist 

presents love as a sign that supports destiny. Fatima’s willingness to let Santiago continue his journey 

signifies an understanding of the Universal Language, where true love does not bind but liberates. 

Semiologically, Fatima represents a sign of confirmation rather than distraction, affirming that destiny 

and desire need not be mutually exclusive. Love, when aligned with the Soul of the World, becomes 

a motivating force that strengthens the pursuit of one’s Personal Legend. 

 

Conclusion 

The Alchemist uses the idea of the Universal Language to present a multi-layered semiotic  

 investigation of fate and desire. According to Paulo Coelho's story, people are continually receiving 

 messages from the cosmos through signs, symbols, and omens; however, it takes courage, faith, and 

 self-awareness to comprehend these messages. Desire only takes on significance when it is in line 

 with one's actual purpose; destiny is not forced but rather invited. In the end, the book confirms that 

 when people learn to understand the Universal Language, they find that desire and fate are 

 complimentary parts of a single path toward self-realization rather than antagonistic forces. 
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