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Abstract:

This paper examines that literature and technology have changed throughout time via a

variety of genres and cultural developments. Examining how inventions address societal

demands, it draws on Aristotle's idea of techne and Raymond Williams' theory that technology is

socially influenced. By following the development of literature from oral traditions to digital

formats, the research emphasises how the printing press and the digital revolution have affected

the creation and consumption of literature. It investigates how print and digital media interact in

today's culture of reading. One important genre that is examined for its representation of ethical

and technical issues is science fiction. Cyberpunk has given particular attention because of its

critique of high-tech society and dystopian situations. In forming human culture and imagination,

literature and technology have a reciprocal impact, as the study highlights.
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Aristotle when referring to the term ‘techne’ meant ‘practice’, and this is part of

‘something involving theoretical understanding’. Prominent technologies are evolving in

response to the specific requirements or established insights of distinct communities. Raymond

Williams, a distinguished Welsh scholar, novelist, and critic renowned for championing the

concept of socially influenced technological development, takes this notion to a greater extent.

He acknowledges that regardless of the initial motives behind creating a technology, diverse

social collectives with varying agendas or necessities inevitably alter, tailor, or even repurpose

its applications. Raymond Williams comments as,“Technology is not merely a collection of tools,

but a body of knowledge and practices embedded in culture and shaped by social

needs”(Williams 130). Williams elucidates that the course of any particular technology is not

bound by a predetermined blueprint yielding predictable outcomes. Instead, it gives rise to

unanticipated social and cultural shifts that often elude anticipation during its developmental

phases.

Literature evolves, adapting to shifts in society, technology, and artistic expression. As

the years pass, new ways of storytelling emerge as writers experiment with various narrative

techniques and mediums. Traditional literature refers to written or oral stories, narratives, and

poetry passed down from generation to generation, rooted in the cultural heritage of a society.

These works preserve historical and cultural knowledge, convey moral lessons, and entertain

audiences. They feature archetypal characters, motifs, and themes resonating across cultures,

contributing to the shared human experience. Traditional literature provides insights into the past

and glimpses into the worldviews of societies that form our global heritage.

Writing has existed for a period of a thousand years from inscriptions on rocks and bark

to paper, and advances such as printing greatly influenced writing. The beginning of modern

printing goes back five hundred years to the founding of the printing press. The development of

medieval literature from Chaucer to the present shows profound changes in linguistic and

thematic aspects. Walter J. Ong observes that Every major technological shiftoral to print, print

to digital has reconfigured how stories are told, received, and remembered”(Ong 133). Chaucer's

works, like The Canterbury Tales, characterize Middle English with complex rhyme schemes

and a focus on social hierarchies and religious themes.
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Literature progresses through the Renaissance, Enlightenment, and beyond, shifting

toward modern English for a more straightforward, direct narrative style. Contemporary

literature now spans genres, tones, and perspectives, reflecting the complexity of the modern

world. Themes expand to include identity, globalization, technology, and social challenges,

reflecting the ever-changing human experience. Chaucer's legacy lives on, as modern literature

demonstrates the dynamic interplay between language evolution and the human mind's evolution.

A literary revolution unfolds, driven by shifts like integrating electronic typewriters into

academics and the rise of the digital domain. The electronic typewriter profoundly impacts

writing, empowering authors to compose on computer screens. While computers remain novel

due to accessibility and affordability, those without access lag behind. However, contemporary

technology reshapes the literary landscape.

Rapid information flow via modern communication methods makes entertainment

accessible and budget-friendly. While film's appeal challenges books, dedicated book enthusiasts

relish perusing physical volumes. The choice between mediums rests on individual preferences.

Technology rapidly transforms literature. Social media promotes quick digital interactions as the

new social engagement. These changes impact emotional connections, sense of time, and

physical engagement with books, reflecting a changing literary landscape. This evolution poses a

challenge to traditional literature.

The development of technology transforms how literature is created and consumed,

merging for exploration and communication. Technology blends with literary principles, leading

to experimentation and engagement. This expands boundaries, giving rise to innovative

structures, genres, and storytelling techniques. The internet and digital platforms globally

distribute literary works, preserving and transmitting them for future generations.

Exploring perspectives in literature enhances understanding, fosters empathy, challenges

preconceptions, and celebrates diverse experiences. Embracing diverse voices broadens

intellectual horizons, nurturing a sense of belonging and empathy. Literature's perspectives

unveil a rich tapestry of human encounters, immersing readers in unfamiliar cultures and

viewpoints. A range of voices transcends boundaries, offering insights into different lives, and

promoting empathy and understanding. Through varied perspectives, readers empathize with

characters, expand their worldviews, and appreciate the complexities of the human condition

through technically developed modern equipment. Technology made human easier to read, teach,

explore, and access literature.
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Many people love to move towards audio and video literature in traffic life. New literary

genre with different aliases such as flash fiction, mini-fiction, minute stories, sudden fiction, hint

fiction, mobile phone fiction, and Twitter fiction. Though it’s an internet world, there are people

still enjoying paperback. Paperwork and film have managed to live a very rich life alongside

each other. Legendary paper works are developed in video form and they are worldwide in this

modern era. Social media sites are widely used for promotion and networking by contemporary

literary authors, there are various ways in which authors may engage readers in the process of

gathering information about new literary works so that following the contemporary author’s

posts and activity on social networks may give readers an insight into the themes.

Science fiction, which is a genre that merges imaginative speculation with principles of

science, has had an immense impact on literature and the community. Science fiction has not

only honoured readers but also inspired in search and stimulated creation via its examination of

dystopian futures, technological developments, and the human condition. Science fiction is

having a significant, broad, and multifaceted effect on literature. It transforms the literary world

by igniting innovation, examining moral conundrums, posing social conventions, and influencing

popular culture. Famous authors like Jules Verne, Isaac Asimov, Philip K. Dick, and Octavia

Butler are making a lasting influence on readers by encouraging them to think about the past, the

present, and the future. Science fiction maintains its power as a vital tool for igniting the

imagination, cultivating critical thinking, and supporting good change as technology develops

and mankind faces new.

The influence of science fiction on literature becomes evident as it stretches the limits of

reality and acquaints readers with alternative universes. Works such as "Twenty Thousand

Leagues Under the Sea" and "Journey to the Centre of the Earth" exemplify this trend, with

authors like Jules Verne, often hailed as the "father of science fiction," leading the way. Verne's

pioneering narratives offer readers the opportunity to explore uncharted realms and anticipate

technological potentials even before they come to fruition. His groundbreaking stories establish a

blueprint for subsequent writers who delve into scientific concepts while maintaining captivating

plotlines. Themes of isolation, identity crisis, and the quest for knowledge recur in classics like

Frank Herbert's "Dune" and Arthur C. Clarke's "2001: A Space Odyssey."
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As technology continues to shape the world around us, science fiction remains one of the

most relevant and insightful genres. It invites us to think about our future as a species and to

wonder about the consequences of our decisions and the implications of scientific endeavours.

Science fiction enriches our imaginations and provides a lens through which we can see our

reality. It enriches our literature and inspires conversations that transcend space and time.

Cyberpunk (Cybernetics) is a genre of science fiction that originated in the early 1980s.

cyberpunk has evolved into a cultural phenomenon that continues to captivate audiences with its

fusion of high-tech environments, societal decay, and morally ambiguous characters.

Cyberpunk novels often explore the relationship between advanced technology, social

problems, and human behaviour. The term “cyberpunk” is a combination of “cybernetics”, which

refers to the study of the communication and control of living organisms and machines; and

“punk”, which stands for “rebellious and countercultural.”

The heroes of cyberpunk stories are hackers and programmers who use their skills to

break free from oppressive systems and make their way through the realms of the digital and

physical worlds. Cyberpunk often reflects a globalized culture, with a cross-section of languages,

customs, and influences from all over the globe contributing to the diversity and diversity of

these worlds.

Prominent works in the cyberpunk genre include William Gibson's "Neuromancer,"

Ridley Scott's film "Blade Runner," and its sequel "Blade Runner 2049," as well as the video

game series "Deus Ex" and "Cyberpunk 2077." The evolution of literature and technology stands

as a testament to the intricate interplay between human creativity and progress. From the

classical notions of 'techne' and 'practice' in Aristotle's teachings to the profound insights of

Raymond Williams on the societal influences on technology, it becomes evident that

technologies are not static entities but dynamic tools shaped by the hands of diverse

communities.Larry McCaffery says “Cyberpunk combines the thrill of high technology with the

grit of social decay, exposing the fractures beneath digital progress”(McCaffery 5). Literature, a

mirror reflecting the human experience, has journeyed through centuries, adapting to the shifting

sands of culture, language, and technological advancement. Traditional literature, rooted in

cultural heritage, paves the way for modern expressions that transcend mediums and genres. The

advent of the printing press and the digital revolution have propelled literature into new realms,

accessible to wider audiences than ever before.
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The integration of technology, from electronic typewriters to the digital age, has not only

transformed how literature is created and shared but also how readers engage with it. The rise of

social media and digital platforms has democratized access to literary works, fostering a global

exchange of ideas and stories. The emergence of new genres like flash fiction and the enduring

allure of traditional paperback reading showcases the coexistence of diverse literary experiences.

Science fiction, a genre of boundless imagination, challenges our perspectives on reality

and the future. With its power to inspire innovation, provoke ethical contemplation, and fuel

social discourse, science fiction remains a driving force behind literary evolution. The dynamic

realm of cyberpunk further amplifies the fusion of technology and storytelling, exploring the

frontiers of human existence in a digital age.

As we navigate the ever-changing landscape of literature and technology, we are

reminded that these two forces are not isolated entities but intertwined threads shaping the

tapestry of human culture. From the timeless echoes of traditional tales to the futuristic visions of

science fiction and cyberpunk, the evolution continues, inviting us to explore, imagine, and

engage with the vast realm of human expression.



International Journal of English Literature and Literary Theories (IJELLT)

32

References

1.McCaffery, Larry, editor. Storming the Reality Studio: A Casebook of Cyberpunk and

Postmodern Science Fiction. Duke University Press, 1991, p.5

2.Ong, Walter J. Orality and Literacy: The Technologizing of the Word. Routledge, 2002, p.133.

3.Williams, Raymond. Television: Technology and Cultural Form. Routledge, 2003,p.130.

https://global.oup.com/academic/product/the-nicomachean-ethics-

9780199213610?cc=in&lang=en&#

Technology, society, and their cultural impact. Literature review. (researchgate.net)

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/321038241_Technology_society_and_their_cultural_i

mpact_Literature_review

https://socialsciences.mcmaster.ca/econ/ugcm/3ll3/aristotle/Ethics.pdf
*************


